




















NUMBER LIV. 
By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 








To be continued every THURSDAY. 





TuursbDAay, Yanuary the roth, 1754. 





Hoc novum eft ancupium 

Poftremo imperavi egomet mibi 

Omnia affentari. Is queftus nunc ef multo uberrimus, 
TER. 

)) H AT an effay on HEARERS has not 

been given us by the writers of the 

2 laft age, is to be accounted for from 


the fame reafons that the ancients 





) have left us no treatife on tobacco- 
nifts or fugar-planters. The world 





is continually changing by the two great principles of 
revolution and difcovery:: as thefe produce novelty, they 
furnith the bafis of our fpeculations. 

Tue pride of our anceftors diftinguifhed them from 
the vulgar, by the dignity of racirurnity. If we 
confult old pictures, we fhall find (fuitable to the drefs 
of the times) the beard cut, and the features compofed 
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to that gravity and folemnity of afpect, which was to 
denote wifdom and importance. In that admirable play 
of Ben Johnfon’s, which, through the capacity and in- 
duftry of it’s reviver, has lately fo well entertained the 
town, I mean, Every man in bis humour, a country 
{quire fets up for high-breeding, by refolving to be 
‘* proud, melancholy and gentler=7n-like.” Inthe man 
of birth or bufinefs, srLENcrE was *e note of wifdom and 
diftinétion ; and the haughty peerefs then, would no 
More vouchfafe to talk to her equals, than the will now 
to her inferiors, ENO NCEE 

In thofe times, when TALKING was the province only 
of the vulgar or hireling, fools and jefters were the u- 
fual retainers in great families; but now, fo total is the 
revolution, voices are become a mere drug, and will 
fetch no money at all, except in the fingle inftance of 
an eleGiion. Riches, birth and honours affert their pri- 
vileges by the oppofite quality to sttencr ; infomuch, 
that many of the great eftates and manfion-houfes in 
this kingdom, feem at prefent to be held by the tenure 
of perpetual TALKING. Fools and jefters muft be ufe- 
lefs in families where the mafter is no more afhamed of 
expofing his wit at his table to his guefts and fervants, 
than his drunkennefs to his conftituents. This revolu- 
tion has obtained fo generally all over Europe, that at 
this day a little dwarf of the king of Poland, who creeps 
out after dinner from under the trees of the deffert, and 
utters impertinencies to every man at table, is talked of 
at other courts as a fingularity. 

Happy was it for the poor TALKERS of thofe days that 
fo great a revolution was brought about by degrees ; for 
though I can conceive it eafy enough to turn the writers 
at Conftantinople into printers, and believe it poffible 
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to make a chimney-fweepera miller, a tallow chandler 
a perfumer, a gamefter a politician, a fine-lady a ftock- 
jobber, or a block-head a connoiffeur, I can have no 
idea of fo great a metamorphofis as that of a TALKER 
into a HEARER. That wearers, however, have arifen 
in later times to anfwer in fome degree the demand 
for them, is apparent from the numbers of them which 
are to be found in moft families, under the various deno- 
minations of coufin, humble-companion, chaplain, led- 
captain, toad-eater &c. But though each of thefe 
characters frequently officiates in the poft of HEARER, 
it will be a great miftake ifa HEARER fhould imagine 
he may ever interefere.in any of their departments. When 
the toad-eater opens in praife of mufty venifon, or a 
greafy ragout; when the led-captain and chaplain com- 
mend prickt-wine, or other liquors, fuch as the French 
call Chaffe-coufin, the HEARER muft fubmit to be poi- 
foned in filence. When the coufin is appealed to for 
the length of a fox chafe, and out-lies his patron ; when 
the {quire of the fens declares he has no dirt hear his 
houfe, and the coufin fwears it is an hard gravel for five 
miles round; or when the hill-improver afferts that he 
never faw his turf burn before, and turning fhort, fays, 
«© did You coufin ”? In fuch cafes as thefe the anfwers 
may give a dangerous example : for if a raw whelp of a 
HEARER fhould happen to give his tongue, he will be 
rated and corrected like a puppy. 

THE great duty therefore of this office is SILENCE ; and 
I could prove the high antiquity of it by the Tyro’s 
of the Pythagorean fchool, and the ancient worthip OF 
Harpocrates, the tutclary deity of this fe@t. Pythagoras 
bequeathed to his {cholars that celebrated rule, which has 
never yet been rightly underftood, ** Worfhip, or ra- 
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“ ther, ftudy the echo ;” evidently intending thereby 
to inculcate that HEARERS fhould obferve that an echo 
never puts in a word till the sPEAKER comes to a paufe. 
A great and comprehenfive leffon! but being, perhaps, 
too concife for the inftruction of vulgar minds, it may be 
neceflary to defcend more minutely into particular hiats 
and cautions. 

A HEARER muft not be drowfy: for nothing per- 
plexes a TALKER like the accident of fleep in the midft 
of his harangue : and I have known a French TALKER 
rife up and hold open the eyelids of a Dutch HEARER 
with his finger and thumb. 

He muft not fquint: for no lover is fo jea- 
lous as a true TALKER, who will be perpetually 
watching the motion of the eyes, and always fufpecting 
that the attention is direéted to that fide of the room to 
which they point. 

A HEARER muft not bea feer of fights: he muft 
let a hare pafs as quietly as an ox; and never interrupt 
narration by crying out at fight of a highwayman or a 
mad-dog. An acquaintance of mine, who lived with a 
maiden aunt, loft a good legacy by the ill-timed arrival 
of a coach and fix, which he firft difcovered at the end 
of the avenue, and announced as a moft acceptable 
hearing to the pride of the family : but it happened un- 
luckily to be at the very time that the lady of the houfe 
was relating the critical moment of her life, when fhe 
was in the greateft danger of breaking her vow of 
celibacy. 

A HEARER mutt not have a weak head; for though 
the TALKER may like he fhould drink with him, he 
does not chufe that he fhould fall under the table til] 
himfelf is fpeechlefs. 
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He mutt not be a news-monger ; becaufe times paft 
have already furnifhed the head of his patron with all 
the ideas he chufes it fhould be ftored with. 

LasT Ly and principally, a HEARER muft not be a 
wit. Iremember one of this profeffion, being told by 
a gentleman, who to to do him juftice was a very good 
feaman, that he had rode from Portfmouth to London 
in four hours, afked, “if it was by Shrewfberry clock ?” 
It happened the perfon fo interrogated had not read 
Shakefpear ; which was the only reafon I could affign 
why the adventurous querift was not immediately fent 
aboard the Stygian tender. 

Burt here we mutt obferve that stLence, in the opi- 
nion of aTALKER, is not merely a fuppreffion of the action 
of the tongue; it is alfo neceflary that every mufcle of 
the face and member of the body fhould receive it’s mo- 
tion from no other fenfation than that which the TALK- 
ER communicates through the ear. 

A wearer therefore muft not have the fidgets : 
he muft not ftart if he hears a door clap, a gun go off, 
or acry of murder. He muft not fniff with his noftrils 
if he fmell fire; becaufe, though he fhould fave the 
houfe by it, he will be as ill rewarded as Caffandra 
for her endeavours to prevent the flames of Troy, or 
Gulliver for extinguifhing thofe of Lilliput. 

THERE are many more hints which I fhould be 
defirous of communicating for the benefit of beginners, 
if I was not afraid of making my paper too long to 
be properly read and confidered within the compatfs of 
a week, in which the greateft part of every morning is 
neceffarily dedicated to mercers, milliners, haircutters, 
voters, levees, iotteries, lounges, &c. I fhall therefore 


fay a word or two to the raLtKers and haften toa 


conclufion. 
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Anp here it would be very impertinent, and going much 
out of my way were I to interfere in the juft rights which 
thefe gentlemen have over their own officers and domef- 
tics. I would only recommend to them, when they 
come into other company, to confider that it is expected 
the. talk of the day fhould be portioned among them in 
degrees, according to the acres they feverally poffefs, or 
the number of sr ars annexed to their names in the lifts 
printed from the public funds: that HEARING is an 
involuntary tribute, which is paid, like other taxes, with 
a reluétance increafing in proportion to thé riches of the 
perfon taxed: that it is q falfe argument fora TALKER 
to fay toa jaded audience he will tell a ftory that is true, 
great, or any way excellent; for when a man has eat of the 
firft and fecond courfe till he is full to the throat, you 
tempt him in vain at the third, by affuring him the 
plate you offer is the beft horf-dauvre LE GRANGE 
ever made. 
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